INTRODUCTORY	7
In the summer of 1721 the Sunnis of Shirvan could endure their
torments no longer ; under the leadership of a Sunni propagandist named
Hajji Da'ud, they openly revolted. The rebels were joined by a strong
contingent of the Ghazi Qumuqs, under their chief Cholaq Surkhai
Khan,1 and by many of the Qaraqaitaq (another powerful Daghistan
tribe), under their Usmi or chief, Ahmad Khan.2 Both the Ghazi Qumuqs
and the Qaraqaitaqs were Sunnis, and the former wished not only to assist
their co-religionists in Shirvan, but also to exact retribution for the Shah's
treatment of their compatriot, Path 'AH Khan Daghistani,3 The com-
bined forces, which were some 15,000 strong, besieged and took Shamakhi.
A scene of terrible carnage ensued in which over 4,000 of the Shi*a in-
habitants perished ; the town was then pillaged. Some Russian mer-
chants who were established in Shamakhi, although they escaped with
their lives, lost goods valued at over ^i 00,000,4 Volynski, who was
Governor of Astrakhan at the time, at once reported the incident to
Peter the Great. An ominous fact, so far as Persia was concerned, was
that it was just at this time (August, 1721) that the treaty of Nystadt was
concluded ; this treaty, which ended the long struggle between Russia
and Sweden, set Peter free to prepare actively for the realisation of his
aims in the south-east.5
Equally ominous was the action of Turkey in regard to Shirvan ;
not only did she accede to a request for protection from the rebel leader
Hajji Da'ud, but she also formally appointed him Khan of that province.6
All around Persia, and even within her own borders, the situation
was now threatening in the extreme ; the only question was from which
quarter the gathering storms would first break. This question was soon
answered,
whom lie besieged for a month. On being wounded in the foot, Path 'Ali Khan raised the
siege of Tun and returned to Mashhad (T.N., pp. 6 and 7). V, Buchner, in his article on
Sistan in the Encyclopedia of Islam, Vol. IV, p. 459, doubts whether Malik Mahmud's claim
to be descended from the Safiarids can be substantiated.
1 Major J. G. G&rber (who was Russian Commissioner on the Russo-Turkish frontier delimitation
in 1728) gives interesting particulars of Surkhai and Hajji Da'ud in his Nachrichten, in Vol.
IV of G. F. Mftller's Sammlwng Russischer Geschichte,	+
' T.N., p. 5^
8 Brosset, Histoire de la Giorgie, Vol. II, p. 577.
4 A first-hand account, by the French Jesuit P&re Bachoud, of the taking of Shamakhi and of the
scenes that followed is to be found in Lettres Edifiantes et Curieuses (Paris, 1780). VoL IV,
p. 123. See also Soloviev's Istoriya Rossii, VoL XVIII, p. 37.
B It has often been maintained that these aims are accurately set forth in the (so-called) Political
Testament of Peter the Great. In a contribution to the Slavonic Review (January, 1936),
I have ventured to challenge this view in so far as Persia is concerned. There is reason to
believe that the " Testament" is no more than a Napoleonic forgery which was designed to
pftejudice European opinion against Russia.
« Bernhard Dorn, Beitrftge zur Geschichte der Kaukasischen L&nder und Vdlker cms Morgen-
Idndischen Quellen. If. Geschichte Schirwans unter den Statthaltern und Chanen, von 1538-1820,
p. 410. See also von Hammer, op. cit.t VoL XIV, pp. 87 and 88, and G&rber, op. tit., pp.
70 and 71*

